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WATER SHORTAGE, DAM STORAGE LEVELS 

53. Mr P.W. ANDREWS to the Premier: 
Can the Premier advise the House of the current status of storage in Perth’s dams and of the water shortage 
facing Perth? 
Dr G.I. GALLOP replied: 
I thank the member for some notice of this question. 

I preface my answer to this question by congratulating the Minister for Planning and Infrastructure for her 
decisive action in making sure that the accountability requirements of our system were met, unlike what 
happened under the previous Government, when one of their backbenchers was exposed for not declaring 
shareholdings in Kingstream, and the current Leader of the Opposition called for his promotion within the 
Liberal Party.  That is the contrast in accountability! 
Mr C.J. Barnett:  Again, you are not telling the truth in this Parliament. 
Dr G.I. GALLOP:  The Leader of the Opposition should go to The Geraldton Guardian. 
As at 9.00 am on 14 August 2002, total dam storage was 158.5 gigalitres, which is 23.4 per cent of full capacity.  
That is still 10.9 gigalitres less than for the same time last year.  We have received only 49 millimetres of rain so 
far in August.  The average August rainfall is 135 millimetres, and the weather is expected to remain mostly fine 
this week.   
The community must be congratulated for playing its part in conserving water.  Consumption is currently one 
gigalitre inside the target consumption for the year, and this clearly shows that the community is right behind the 
Government’s efforts to make us a more water-efficient State.  However, we must remain vigilant in conserving 
water.  With the recent dry spell continuing this week, consumption is increasing.  I take this opportunity to 
again remind the community to use water wisely and switch off their sprinklers. 
The word “accountability” is interesting; and the word “transparency” is an interesting word in politics.  Let me 
refer to the year 1999.  Is it not the case that in 1999 the Water Corporation came to the Government, of which 
the Leader of the Opposition was a member, and said, “A major problem is emerging in Western Australia; we 
need to institute a two-days-a-week restriction on the use of water in the summer months of 1999-2000”?  Do 
members know what happened?  This is what came from the party that is currently telling the people of Western 
Australia that there is no such thing as a water problem.  In 1999-2000 the coalition said that there was no such 
thing as a water crisis.  It rejected the advice of the Water Corporation to impose restrictions on the use of water 
during summer.  Had the then Government implemented those restrictions in 1999-2000 and 2000-01, we would 
have saved 45 million kilolitres - that is, 45 gigalitres.  When the Water Corporation came to my Government 
and made that request, we introduced the restrictions and saved 45 gigalitres.  When members opposite were in 
government and it was faced with a problem, they pulled out the broom, looked for a rug and swept the problem 
under the rug.  It is a bit rich for the Leader of the Opposition to claim there is no water shortage in Western 
Australia when our dams are at 23 per cent of their capacity, and when he was in government he failed to heed 
the warnings given by the water authority at the time, which would have saved 90 gigalitres over those two 
summers.  The contrast in Western Australian politics today is as clear as the sky is in Western Australia today: 
my Government is committed to confronting problems and finding solutions; the Opposition, at best, has its head 
in the sand and, at worst, is wilfully ignoring major problems that need to be addressed by our community.   
 


